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Friedrich Hirzebruch

Outstanding German mathematician who worked assiduously to make his Iwmeldud an mter!mrmml centre for the subject
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Bonn became international centre
of mathematical research, a status

icolaas !\ul;n-r from Haol-
Land and Jacques Tits from Belgi
Hirzebruch  devised a

which it retains today. informal and democratic w
Friedrich Ernst Peter Hirzebruch mining the programme of
universally known as Fritz) was born this was carefully stage-man. -rni 50
2 & R

in 1927 in Hamm, Westphalia. His

that the most important subjects got a
the director of the local gym-

trip on the Rhine v
hprovided the ge
1y mathematical results
the first

part of his upbringing. He was 11 when
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and a bombing raid on Decem-
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his spherical trigonometry. In the final
manths of the war he was called up to
artillery unit and ended up in a pris-
on camp (where he wrote theorems on

bt it was still not quite like the Institute
in Princeton which had been so forma-
tive to Hirzebruc
v in 1980 he
tivity a more concrete form when
lhc Max Planck Society agreed to
institute in Bonn
expanding the pre-
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1s in Bonn which o to thrive to this day building.  Although the directorship
changed after his reticement in 1995, he
his lavatory paper ration) but, being The chance to develop this more fully  geometry, developed mainly in France,  formed the origins of the later At involved himsell with the planning of
5 came in the years 1952-54 ot the Insti-  used the framework developed for  Singer index theorem. visitors amnd programmes  at  the
tute for Advanced Study in Princeton,  topology 10 extend  systematically Hirzebruch was always interested in- instituteu i death
becoming a where he met D.C Spencer, Armand  classical results about curves and  the links betwee 'I'Illll!h\'l' theory and Given Hirzebruch's  standing  in
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power. There he le whout algebraic  century. He returned to Princeton two  nomial, these gave whole numbers  many of the mostimportant figures. He
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