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ON TOPOLOGICAL NEIGHBOURHOODS
by

C. P. Rourke and B. J. Sanderson

This paper is concerned with the ‘normal bundle’ problem for topolog-
ical manifolds: Suppose M" is a proper, locally flat submanifold of
Q"""; then what structure can be put on the neighbourhood of M in Q?
If r < 2 the problem has been solved by Kirby [22], who has shown that
there is an essentially unique normal disc bundle, while if » = 3 then our
counterexample [38] showed that the notion of fibre bundle is too strong
a concept. The notion of topological block bundle [37;§ 1] seems in-
applicable since M might possibly be untriangulable and a triangulation
of M would be unnatural structure for the problem. The answer we
propose here is the ‘stable microbundle pair’. The idea of using micro-
bundle pairs to classify neighbourhoods was introduced by Haefliger
[9, 10] in the pl case and we showed [35; § 5] that his theory essentially
coincides with our theory of p/ block bundles.

An r-microbundle pair is a pair £ < {¥*" where ¥ denotes the trivial
microbundle of rank N. Two are equivalent if they are isomorphic after
possibly adding further trivial bundles to both elements and the iso-
morphism restricts to the identity on the trivial subbundles. The equiva-
lence classes form a good ‘theory’ with classifying space BTop, =
lim,, (BT0p, +,.,)- To the manifold pair M = Q we associate the pair
Ty @ vy < Tl M @ vy, Where vy, denotes any stable inverse to Ty Our
main theorem (in § 3) asserts that this association classifies the germ of
neighbourhood of M in Q except possibly in the case n = 1, g = 3 (and
n=2,q=41f M # 0); these ommisions are due to the unsolved
4-dimensional annulus problem.

The main work of the proof is a stability theorem for =; (TOP, +n,n)
which is contained in § 2. This we reduce by means cf immersion theory
to a statement about straightening handles in the sense of Kirby and
Siebenmann [21, 23], keeping a pl subhandle fixed, which is proved in
§ 1. The proof follows the Kirby-Siebenmann proof for the absolute case
using the relative surgery techniques of [32]. In §§4, 5 and 6 we give
some applications of the main theorem.

In § 4 are theorems about existence and uniqueness of normal block
bundles in the case that M has a triangulation not necessarily combina-

387



388 C. P. Rourke and B. J. Sanderson 2]

torial. The results hold for any type of block bundle (open, closed or
micro) and are the same as [33; § 4] (existence and uniqueness up to
isotopy) in the following cases: r = 50r £ 2,r = 4and M is l-connect-
ed, r = 3 and M is 2-connected (the omitted cases are again due to
4-dimensional problems).

In § 5 we prove stable existence and uniqueness of normal micro and
disc bundles. The dimensions are the same as obtained in the pl case by
Haefliger and Wall [12] (improved slightly by Morlet [31]}and Scott [40]).
However we need codimension = 5 for our results on microbundles, and
6 for disc bundles.

In § 6 we prove analogues of smoo:thing theory for submanifolds. There
are two cases:

(a) M and Q are both pl. manifolds and we seek to isotope M to a pl.
submanifold. This is always possible in an essentially unique way if
r=3; and if r £2, n+r 2 5 there is a well-defined obstruction. (The
codim = 3 result was originally announced by Bryant and Seebeck [2]
using a result of Homma [15] unfortunately the proof of Homma’s result
appears to contain some gaps. Several other alternative proofs have
been given.)

(b) Q is a pl. manifold. Here we have the analogue of the Lashof-
Rothenberg result [28]. M can be isotoped to a pl. submanifold if and
only if the classifying map M — BTop, for the germ of neighbourhood
lifts to BPL,. If r = 3 the problem is identical to the absolute problem
of finding a pl. structure and if # < 2 the map liftsin an essentially unique
way by the result of Kirby mentioned above.

We are indebted to A. Haefliger for his unpublished preprint [9] and
for a private communication containing his arguments for classifying
germs of pl. neighbourhoods. We are also indebted to R. C. Kirby for
a copy of his excellent and detailed notes [21] on triangulating manifolds.

We plan a further paper which will contain the technical details of
defining transversality for topological manifolds (Hudson showed [17]
that a local definition is inqdequate). This is done by examining Whitney
sums (defined in § 3 of this paper) along the lines of [34; § 3] and [39];
we then define M to be ‘germ transversal’ to Win Q if along M W the
three germs of neighbourhoods form the Whitney sum decomposition.
A relative transversality theorem in case dim M n W z 5 can then be
proved using local pl. structures which exist by Kirby and Siebenmann’s
results.

0. Preliminaries

We use the same basic scheme of notation as in [35; § 0]. R” denotes

n

Euclidean n-space and I" the double unit cube [—1, +17. od" =

31 On topological neighbourhoods 389

[—a, a], S"~! = 8I". 4" = R" is the standard n-simplex with vertices
vy, ¥y * * - U,. There are natural inclusions R" < R™r " < ["*7; and
identifications R"X R" = R**", I"xI" = I"*".

Microbundles

We refer to Milnor [30] for basic results on microbundles. We recall
that if M is an unbounded manifold then t,, is the microbundle with total
space M x M, zerosection 4, and projection 7; (the projection on the
first factor). We often write 1(M ) for 1. If M is bounded then we define
Ty = ©(M,)|M where M, = M v open collar. Suppose E oyt are
microbundles. We say & is a subbundle of n and write & < n if B({) =
B(n), E(¢) = E(n), at least in some neighbourhood of B(¢), and for each
x € B(£) there exists microbundle charts /i: Ux R* = E(£), g: U R
E(n) with x eint U, so that

UxR" 5 E(¢)
N 8
UxR"™" 5 E(y) commutes.

The trival bundle &" of rank # is defined by the diagram

B=Bx{0} c BxR"5 B
An inverse to & is a pair (i, t) where 77 is a bundle with the same base as
& and t: E(¢ ® 1) — E(") is a trivialisation. Inverses are unique up to
stable isomorphism of # and bundle homotopy of ¢, see [30].

A-sets and groups
We refer to [36,37] for the theory of semisimplicial complexes and
groups without degeneracies. The 4-group Top, (resp. PL,) has as
typical k-simplex a germ of homeomorphisms (resp. pl. homeomorph-
isms)
o: A% R > A*x R"

defined in a neighbourhood of 4*x {0} and satisfying
(i) al4* x {0} = id
(i) o commutes with projection on 4.

Applying the classifying functor of [37; § 1] we get classifying spaces
BTop,, BPL, which are Kan A-sets. BTop, classifies n-microbundles with
base a CW complex and there is a universal microbundle y*/BTop,. (We
recall from [36] that there is a natural bijection between homotopy
classes of A-maps [S(X), Y] and continuous maps [X, |Y]], where X
has the homotopy type of a CW-complex, Y is a Kan A-set and S(X) is
the singular complex. We will denote both these sets by [X, Y] Al
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topological manifolds have the homotopy type of CW complexes and
thus BTop, classifies n-microbundles over manifolds. Similar remarks
apply to BPL,.

We define A-subgroups 7opi,, ToPr4n,n Of TOPr s, DY the conditions
(iii), and (iii), respectively

(iii), a(4“x R") = A*x R"
(iii), o(x) =x all xed*xR"

where here R" is identified with {0}xR" < R'xR" = R PLY,.,
PL., . are defined similarly. There are natural inclusions of all the pl.
groups in the corresponding topological groups and of T0p,sy,, i
Top; ., etc.

We now define two suspension maps s and s’ (both injective) in the
diagram

Topr+n+1,n - Topr+n+2,n+1
<~
1 Sl 1s
\ \
T0p, s+ n,n - Top,+n+1nt1

s
where s(c) : 4*x R"*"x R" is defined to be o xid and
s'(0) : £*x R xR x R"
is obtained from s(o’) by reordering the last coordinate into the (r+1)-st
place and the j-th coordinaie to the (j+1)st place for j = r+1,- - n
f is the natural inclusion. The outside square commutes while the tri-
angles do not; however, it is easy to see that they commute up to homo-

topy which is all we require.
We obtain a large diagram of inclusions:

Top < -+ < Top
U ()
v .
U
Topr+1 c Topr+n+1,n < Topr+n+2,n+1 e Topr+1
[ o K ~ o V)

Top, <+ < T0Prina TP, st ner " S Top,
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where the vertical inclusions are s’, the horizontal ones s, and we have
defined Top = u Top,, Top, = u Top,,,, and Top = u Top,. By
homotopy commutativity we have Top < Top a homotopy equivalence.
Again there are similar definitions for the pl. groups.

If X is a A-set then we denote by X® the k-skeleton of X.

Main tools

Apart from microbundles the principal tools will be isotopy extension
and immersion theory, in both pl. and topological categories. An isotopy
of M and Q is locally trivial if it is Jocally the restriction of an isotopy of
an open subset of 0 in Q. All embeddings of manifolds will be locally
flat and all isotopies locally trivial. The isotopy extension theorem (for
locally trivial isotopies) is proved by Hudson-Zeeman [20] in the pl. case
and Edwards-Kirby [4] in the topological case. We also need the theorem
for cubes of isotopies. This is Hudson [16] in the pl. case, while the
topological case follows by combining his methods with those of Ed-
wards and Kirby, see also Kirby [21]. From this last theorem we have
a Kan fibration

Topr+n,n < TOP:.;." z’ Topn

where p restricts to the last n coordinates, and the fibre is 70p, 1 n,n-

We will need a doubly relative version of immersion theory, this is
stated in Corollary 2 of the appendix to this paper. The pl. version is
stated but not proved in Haefliger—Poenaru [11], see the last three lines
of § 2. However it follows easily from what they do prove by analogous
(rather simpler) arguments to those used in our appendix. Incomplete
versions of topological immersion theory have been given by Lees [29],
Lashof [27] and Gauld [5].

1. Relative handle straightening

Definition of the set Hy(n, Nfork=z0,nrnziz0.

A representative is a pair (A, V) where V is a pl manifold and
h: A*x R" — V a homeomorphism such that a4*x R" U 4*x R'is pl.
and A|4* x R is pl. locally flat. Two such (%, V) and (h,, V,) are equiv-
alent if there is a pl. homeomorphism g : ¥ = V> defined in a neighbour-
hood of #,(4* x {0}) such that

k n B
A*x R —> V;

N

Va
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commutes up to a topological isotopy which is fixed on 84 x R* U A*x R
and defined in a neighbourhood of 4*x {0} x I.

Now identify 4* with I* by an orientation preserving pl. homeomorph-
ism then an addition in Hy(n, 1) is defined for k > 0 by identifying I*
with each of I*"!x[—1,0] and I*"*x [0, 1] and gluing the two re-
presentatives along I*~'x {0}. This addition makes H(n, i) into a
group with zero represented by (id., 4*x R"). This follows from
Proposition 1.1 below and the definition of addition in m(T0pm, 4> PLu, 2)-
By ignoring conditions on A% R. we have a set H,(n); however in this
case the ‘equivalence’ relation is not transitive since the composition of
g, and g, might not be defined and we take the transitive closure of this
relation. This ‘absolute’ set is essentially the set of handle problems
considered by Kirby and Siebenmann {23} and the first halves of 1.1 and
1.2 are theirs.

There is a forgetful function f: Hy(n, i) - H(n) and a suspension
s: Hy(n, i) > H(n+1,i+1) defined by s(h, V) = (hxid, VX R').

PROPOSITION 1.1. There are bijections

Hk(n) - nk(Topms PLm)
and
Hk(na l) i nk(Topm,qr PLm,q)

which commute with the suspension and forgetful functions, where
m=k+nandq = k+1i.

The proof of 1.1 is postponed to § 2.

THEOREM 1.2. Hi(n,i) =0 if n—i 2 2.

Ifn+k 2 5 then
0 k#3

H"(");{zz k=3

and if further n—i Z 3, then Hy(n, i) = H(n) and we have a commutative
square of isomorphisms

Hy(n+1) <T— Hyn+1,i+1)

T
H(n) <— Hy(n, 1)

The cases n—i < 2 of the theorem follow easily from Kirby’s results
[22] on codimension 2 embeddings. The proof for n—i Z 3 is in two
parts; first we show that Hy(n, 1) = Oor Z, whenk = 3and H(n, i) = 0,
if k # 3. This is done by relativising the Kirby-Siebenmann ‘main dia-
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gram’ {21; 5.1]. Then secondly we show by ‘unwrapping’ [21; 5.2] that
H,(n, 1) is actually Z, in the case k=3

Relativisation of the main diagram

Let % A*x R* — V™ be a particular relative handle straightening
problem. It will be convenient to denote the pl. submanifold A(4* x R)
by V9 and write i : 4% x R™' = V™43 map of pairs. Consider diagram 1:

AFx 2%t H —> Ak x 20
id on @ and I*x 2@
T r r
A* x R™¢ G —> AFx R™!

l bounded; id. on ? and 4K X R? l
€ e

id on 2 and A% T*

A x T — A*x T
A g’ pl. )
\ %cmaand Ak x Tt
W
P lp’
AkxTn,i g > Wm'q
g =i+tn
. id
A x T —> w1
la lha{
Ao xR ——> Y™
Diagram 1

All maps are pl. on boundaries and indicated submanifolds, and by
relative collaring [6] we may also assume that all maps are pl. in a neigh-
bourhood of the boundary. Tié = T™' minus a disc pair; « is an immer-
sion of 4*x T? in 4*x R" which respects boundary and immerses A xTE
in A*x R.; Wi is A*x Tg'¥ with PL structure induced from Ax. All the
maps on the left commute with a standard inclusion of A¥xI™' in
A* x T%!, The construction of the diagram is exactly as in [21; pages
71-74] except for two points

a) The construction of g. Let C < A* be an open pl. collar on d4* defined
so that A|C x R" is pl. Now define

U™ = A TPE O Cx T

Wt = U™ g W
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Let 1: U™ — W™? be the identification map (see figure 1). Next
identify the one-point compactification of U™? with A*xT" by a
homeomorphism which is pl. on U and the identity on 4*x I™". Finally
define g to be the one-pair compactification of 1. We claim that w1
has a pl. structure extending that of W4 and so that gld*x T is pl.
Looking at the end of W% we see that it is enough to prove a relative
form of the hauptvermutung for S™~1x R, stated in proposition 1.3
below, and proved at the end of the section.

Figure 1

b) The construction of g'.

We need ¢’ = g on 4*x T as well as on d(4*x T7) as in [21]. When
it is possible to find g’ at all the extra condition can also be satisfied.
This follows from a result of [32], stated in 1.4 below:

PROPOSITION 1.3. Suppose (W™, W9) is a pl. manifold pair and that
there is a homeomorphism h: (W™ W?) — (S"7' xR, S17 ' x R) such
that h|W* is pl. Then there exists apl. homeomorphism b’ : W™ — S™"!xR,
extending h\W*, provided m = 5 and m—q = 3.

PROPOSITION 1.4. Suppose h:Q™? - W™ is a homeomorphism of
pairs of compact pl. manifolds such that hl6@™ v Q% is pl. Suppose Sfurther
that h is homotopic rel 6Q™ to a pl. homeomorphism, then h is homotopic
rel 0™ U QF to a pl. homeomorphism provided m =z 5 and m—q Z 3.
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PROOF OF THEOREM 1.2. Let (k, V) be the relative problem considered
above and suppose n—i = 3 and n+k = 5 and further that (h, V) is
straightenable as an absolute problem. Then by 1.3 and 1.4 we can
construct the complete relative main diagram for A. H is the ideatity on
é(4%x 21") and 4*x2I' and hence is isotopic to the identity rel thase
subsets by an Alexander isotopy. Restricting to a neighbourhood of
A* x {0} which is embedded in A* x R" throughout the isotopy shows that
h is straightenable as a relative problem. Now suppose (f, ¥) is un-
straightenable as an absolute problem, it is therefore unstraightenable
as a relative problem; but by adding any unstraightenablerelative problem
we get a straightenable absolute (and hence relative) problem. Thus
Hyn,i)=0if kK # 3, k+n=5 n—iz3and 0 or Z, if k=3It
remains to show that H,(n, i) = Z, in this range.

Consider the commutative diagram (diagram 2):

Hy(5)
H3(4) H,(5, 0)—-
H3(3) H3(4’ 0) —» H;,(5, 1) -

SN

Z, = Hy(2) —--~ H5(3,0) - Hi(4, 1) > Hy(5.2) > -~
Diagram 2

The indicated isomorphisms come from 1.1 and [21; theorem 12].
Horizontal maps are suspension and diagonal maps forgetful functions.
They are homomorphisms by 1.1. We have shown that all the groups are
0 or Z,, we will construct a function « which makes the diagram com-
mute, it then follows that all the groups are Z, and the homomorphisms
are isomorphisms.

DEFINITION OF o. We reverse the unwrapping construction [21; p. 79}
Let i : 43 x R* — V represent an element of H,(2). Identify 4° xI?* <
A3 R? with A3 x [?x {1} = 8(4° xI*) and let Vo = h(4® xI*). Glue
643 x I to Vo via h on 84> xI*x {1} this forms W,, which has pl.
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interior since / is pl. on this subset, and we have a homeomorphism
B A3 xIPx {1} U 04*xI® - W, which is pl. on 84*xI®. Now
int(W,) is a contractible pl. manifold and hence RS (Stallings [42]).
In int(W,) choose a pl. ball B® sufficiently large to contain

K (43 % {0} x {1} L 84° x {0} x [0, 11)

in its interior, and denote C> = (')"'B® = 8(4* xI*). Now extend
K|C? to g:B° = A3xI® — B5xI by two conical extensions. First
extend over 9BS using the fact that 6B%—int C* is a ball by the
Schoenflies thecrem and second extend over B 6 using the standard cone
structure on B®. See figure 2. Observe that g]43x {0} is pl. since
1|84 x {0} was pl. Finally identify R® with int&l> and restrict g to
A3 xel® to complete the definition of a(h), & being chosen so that
glaA® x eI® is pl. It is easy (0 check (cf [21; p. 83]) that a(h) is equivalent
to the suspension of #, as required.

A3x {O}X{ﬂ

pl.here

Figure 2

This completes the proof of 1.2. We note for future reference (§4)
that we could have constructed g to be pl. on all of 843 xI? by the
regular neighbourhood theorem, and also that the range of g is a pl. ball.

PrOOF OF 1.3. The case m = 6. Let & be a normal block bundle for
W1 < W™ We have ¢ the trivial normal block bundle for g1t = st
and we can homotope /Zrel W7 to a map ' W™ — S™ "' x R so that
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#''|E(¢) is a block homotopy equivalence of & with e x R (see [37; § 3]
for definition). This follows by an easy induction argument using homo-
topy extension and the fact that /4 has local degree 1. Then H'E(&)
determines a map g: W? - G,JPL,, r = m—gq, which we claim is nul-
homotopic. Consider sog: W?— G/PL, the suspension of g, this
factors via Top/PL by a standard argument since we started with a
homeomorphism. s o g is therefore nulhomotopic since the natural map
of Top/PL in G/PL is zero on homotopy, by [23] and the fact that
74(G/PL) = 0 (see also Wall [43]). Hence g is nulhomotopic by stability
of G,/PL. (see [35; 1.10]).

It follows that & is homotopic rel W to 4" which restricts to a
block bundle isomorphism of & with &x R. This provides a pl. product
structure on E(¢) which extends to all of W™ by Siebenmann’s relative
collaring theorem [41]. We now have a pl. isomorphism

(wm, Wiy = (M™"1, ST xR

which extends A|W?. But M™ ! is a pl. sphere by the Poincaré theorem
and the pair (M™~', S771) is unknotted by Zeeman [45]. The construc-
tion of the desired 4’ is now easy.

The case m = 5. The case g = 1 presents little difficulty so we concen-
trate on the case g = 2. It is easy to verify that any plL. self-homeomorph-
ism of S1x R extends to S* x R if ¢ < 2 and it suffices to find some pl.
homeomorphism of pairs W2 = S*!xR. By Wall [43] W3 is pl.
homeomorphic with S* x R and we assume that W5 = S*x R; we have
to unknot M? = h~(S'x R) in S*x R. We show how to isotope M
to meet each sphere S*x {n},ne Z, in an essential circle and the result
follows from the 2-dimensional pl. annulus theorem and unknotting
S'xIin §*x I (Hudson and Lickorish’ concordence extension theorem
[19]). The method for each S% is the same. By transversality S*nM
can be taken to be a finite number of circles. We show how to pipe two
neighboring circles together and the result follows by induction. Choose
points p, g on each circle and arcs o, § in M and S* joining them and
not meeting other intersections. Then the circle o U B spans a 2-disc D
which meets M and S* only in o U B. A regular neighbourhood of D is
a 5-ball. B® meeting S* and M in unknotted subdiscs B*, B* which in
turn meet in 2 arcs ab, cd say. It is a trivial matter to isotope B?in B®
rel boundry so as to replace ab, cd by arcs ac, bd (or ad, bc) and this has
the effect of piping the two original circles together.

2. The stability theorems

Before proving 1.1 it is convenient to define a new set Hin,i). A
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representative is a homeomorphism # . R*x R" - V where V is a pl.
manifold, Ajcl(R*—4*)xR" is pl. and hl4*x R is pl. locally flat.
(h, V) ~ (g, W) if there is a pl. homeomorphism g : ¥ — W defined in
a neighbourhood of 4* x {0} such that

K nh d
Rix R ——> V7

v

W

commutes up to a topological isotopy which is pl. on cl(RF—AF)x R* v
A*x R and defined in a neighbourhood of 4*x {0} x L. (&, V)~ (g, W)
if (b, V) = (hy, V1) = (B2, V)~ = (b, Vi) = (9, W). The set of
equivalence classes forms Hi(n,i); Hy(n) is defined similarly. There are
obvious surjections ¥ : Hy(n, i) = Hi(n, i) and W, : Hy(n) - H;(n)
defined by ‘adding a collar’.

PROPOSITION 2.1. Y, and \, are bijections.

Proor. We have to show injectivity. Suppose (h, V)= (g, W) letq
be as above and s, the isotopy of gh to g; so we have 5o = ghands; = g.
Now by two applications of the pl. covering isotopy theorem we can
find a pl. ambient isotopy s; of W so that si = id and s;qh|L = s|L
where L = 04*x R" U A* < R'. Define § = 514 and 5, = spo{s)) tos,
then g is pl. and 3, is an isotopy between gh and g which is fixed on L.
This shows that the restriction of (&, V) and (g, W) to 4*x R* are
equivalent in H,(n, i), as required.

Now define I(n, i) to be the set of regular homotopy classes of
orientation preserving immersions A : R*x R — R**" such that / is a
pl. immersion of R*x R’ and of a neighbourhood of cl(R*—A*)x R".
The regular homotopies are via such immersions but defined only in a
neighbourhood of (4*x {0})x 1. Similarly I,(n) is defined by ignoring
the condition of 4*x R'. Now £ induces a pl. manifold structure on
R*x R"; denote this pl. manifold by (R*x R"),. We then get a relative
handle problem #,, with o = A. It is easy to see that (id’, (R*x R"),) =
(4id’, (R*x R*),,) for small ¢ and hence, by compactness of I, the
(id’, (R*x R"),) ~ (fid’, (R*x R");,). We therefore have well-defined
functions @, : L(n, i) = Hy(n, 1) and ¢, : I(n) ~ Hy(n).

PROPOSITION 2.2. @ and ¢, are bijections.

PROOF. Surjectivity. Let (h, V') represent an element of H;(n, i) then by
a collaring argument we may suppose h is pl. in a neighbourhood of
aA* x R". Now V is a contractible pl. manifold and therefore pl. immerses
in R¥*" by an immersion « such that ah is orientation preserving.
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Injectivity. Suppose (‘id’, (R*x R"),,) ~ (‘id’, (R*x R"),,) we have to
construct a regular homotopy between h and 4;. Let g, 5, be given by
the definition of ~ (notation as in 2.1). We construct the regular homo-
topy in two stages.

Stage 1. By collaring s, may be taken to be pl. in a neighbourhood of
A X R" then h,s, defines an allowable regular homotopy between
hyoqgandhy.

Stage 2. ho and k1, o g are both orientation-preserving pl. immersions
of (R¥x R"),, in R**" and are therefore regularly homotopic since both
manifolds are contractible.

Proor OF 1.1. We have functions
dy 2 Ln, i) = m(Top,, 45 PL, )
dz : Ik(”) - nk(Topm ] PLm)

defined by restricting the differential of an immersion to A*x {0} and it
follows from the pl. and topological immersion theorems that these are
bijections. The result now follows using 2.1 and 2.2 and the commutativ-
ity of ¥;, @; and d; with suspension and forgetful functions.

THEOREM 2.3. Suppose r <2 or k+r = 5 then inclusion induces an
isomorphism.

iy : 1(Top,oi ) » m(Top,)  for i < k

Proor. Consider the diagram

T+ 1( ,) - ni(PLr+k,k) - Tfi(TOPr+k.k) - 7ti(T0Pr+k,k, PLr+k,k) - - I(PLr+k,k)

lit liz lix lis }ia
Toer(5) — n(PL,) — 7(Top,) - 7(Top,, PL,) — m;,(PL,)

i, and i, are isomorphisms for { £ k by [9; 8.5] see also [35; 5.4].
i, is an isomorphism by 1.1 and 1.2. To apply the 5-lemma we need 7;
epimorphic. This is true for i # 2 since 7;41(Top,, PL,) = 0 by 1.1 and
1.2. For i = 2 however we have m,(PL,.y,) = m,(PL,) = n,(PL,) =
7,(0,) = 0 (see [35; 5.5} and [8; 6.6]) so i, is an isomorphism by an
easier argument.

THEOREM 2.4. Suppose r = 3. Then Top,/PL, — Top/PL is a homotopy
equivalence. :

Proor. This is immediate from 1.1 and 1.2

COROLLARY 2.5. Suppose r Z 3. Then G,[Top, — G|Top is a homotopy
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equivalence. Here G, is the homotopy analogue Top, (¢f [35; § 0]), which
has the homotopy type of the monoid G, of self-homotopy-equivalences of
ST

Proor. Use 2.4 and [35; 1.10].

3. Classification of r-neighbourhoods of manifolds

For simplicity we work first with an unbounded manifold M". The
bounded case introduces technical difficulties which will be dealt with
at the end of the section. Leti: M" - N n+r be a locally flat embedding
in the unbounded manifold N. The pair (i, N')is called an r-neighbourhood
of M. Two such (i, N), (i’, N') are equivalent if there is an embedding
h: N — N’ defined in a neighbourhood of i(M ) and such thathoi =1i'.
The set of equivalence classes is denoted N (M) and called the set of
germs of r-neighbourhoods of M. .

To the r-neighbourhood (i, N) we associate the microbundle pair
(i*t(N), ©(M)). The isomorphism class rel ©{(M) of this pair depends
only on the germ of (i, N') and this gives us a well-defined function

K: ./V,,(M\ - [M’ BTop:-h' (M)

where [M, BTop).,].m) denotes homotopy classes of sections of the
fibration over M induced from the fibration

BTopn+q,n - BTOP:+q - BTOPII
by the classifying map ©(M) : M — BTop,.
ProPOSITION 3.1. K is a bijection.

PROOF. K is injective: Suppose K(i, N) = K(i', N') then there is an iso-
morphism % : (i*t(N), 1(M)) —» (i"*<(N'), ©(M)) of microbundle pairs
such that 4lz(M) = id. By the immersion theorem there is an immersion
Wi (N, M)~ (N', M) defined in a neighbourhood of M such that
K|M = i’. This last condition implies that & is an embadding in some
smaller neighbourhood and thus (i, N) ~ (i, N).

K is surjective: Suppose given a microbundle pair (&"*", ©(M)). We
have to construct an (n-+r )-manifold M with M < N and an isomorph-
ism (e(N)|M, t(M)) — (&7, (M) rel f(M). We will construct N
inductively over an open cover of M using the immersion theorem to
match overlaps:

Let {U;}, {U{},i= 1,2+, be countable locally finite open covers of
M such that U; < U; and (&, 7)|U{ is trivial for all i. Let

U= {Usi=1-"p-1}
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and suppose inductively that there is an (n-+r)-manifold V' = U and an
isomorphism % : (¢|U, ©(U)) — (z(V)IU, ©(U)) which restricts to id. on
2(U). Let ¢ : Upx (R**", R") - (€U, ©(Uy)) be a trivialisation, and let
Z = U n U,. We can define a representation ¢ : W(ZxRNZ - «(V)iZ
by the following diagram, in which the maps are suitably restricted:

(ZxR)|Z = «(Z)x R --*->(V)|Z

l(!"lf(l))xid- lh

ZxR'xR" = ZxR™*" — ¢z

and it is trivially checked that ¢|t(Z) = id. Thus by the immersion theo-
rem ¢ is homotopic rel 7(Z) to the differential of an immersion
@ :N(Z)— V,¢'|Z = id, where N(Z) is a neighbourhood of Z in
Z % R'. Now ¢’ is an embedding in N(Z) n N(U,) for some neighbour-
hood N(U,) of U, in U, x R,. Now define V' =V v N(U,) identified
by ¢'| and U’ = v {U;i=1,--+,p} then it is easily verified that
V' o U’ has the inductive property.

Now let (i, N) be an r-neighbourhood of M and choose an inverse
v to ©(M) (that is to say t(M ) @ v has a preferred trivialization). Then
we can identify the pair (i*7(N) @ v, t(M) ® v) with ((*¢(N) @ v, e)
using this trivialisation. The last pair determines a classifying map

¢(i, N) : M — BTop,

Now the isomorphism class rel ¥ of the above pair depends only on the
germ of (i, N) and thus we have a well defined function

c: R(M)— M, BTop,]
THEOREM 3.2. Suppose n+r = Sorr £ 2, thencisa bijection.

Proor. Consider the following diagram.

BTopn+r,n —s—l_) Bszr
| iy

s \
BTon —> BTop;

wm,  |m s
/ S5
M—_(M—)) BTop, —> BTop

Here s, are suspensions. The vertical sequences are fibrations. We now
use the main stability theorem 2.3 to deduce that s, induces isomorphisms
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on , for k £ n+1 and hence by 3.1 that #,(M ) isin 1-1 correspondence
with lifts of 55 o (M) over p,. But p, is fibre homotopy trivial; this is
seen as follows. There is a retraction t : BTop, — BTop, constructed
inductively over skeletons by means of inverses { ® for pk(y™)|BTop,™®
where 7® is the universal bundle over BTop®1t® is then the classifying
map for the pair ((® @ t®, ) where (£%, p*y®)is the universal bundle
over BTop;.

It is easily checked that t o i = id. Thus p, is fibre homotopy trivial
by [3] and it follows that A(M) is in 1-1 correspondence with
[M, BTop,] by the correspondence (i, N) > tos, o K(i, N). It remains
to observe that this is homotopic to ¢(i, N') by stable uniqueness of in-
verses.

The bounded case

Let M be bounded and M, = M U {open collar} and recall that
(M) = to(M,)IM. We then have an isomorphism (M) @ & —
7(M)|0M given by choosing an inward collar, and a commutative diagram

oM < M

} <om w0

BTop,_, —> BTop,

An r-neighbourhood of M is a pair (i, N) where N is a bounded
(n+r)-manifold, i : M - N an embedding and i"YoN) = oM. Two
such are equivalent if there is an embedding 4 : N — N’ defined in a
neighbourhood of i{(M) such that h~'(ON') = 0N and h i = i’. The set
of equivalence classes is again denoted A;(M ). To the pair (i, N) we
associate the bundle diagram

(M) <= (M)
N s}

i*t{aN) < i*1(N)

which depends up to isomorphism rel 7(M ) only on the germ of (i, N )-
This gives a function K from A{M ) to the set of homotopy classes of
commuting diagrams:

- s'2
BT"P:+3—1 > BTop,+r

o e
// s 7
aM M (M)
1—(3}\,{\A \

BTopn-—l —,_’ BTopn
S3 R
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PROPOSITION 3.1b. K is a bijection.

Proor. Follow the proof of the unbounded case but split into two
cases. Deal first with the boundary then relativise the bounded argument
to deal with the interior keeping boundaries fixed. Details are left to
the reader.

Now suppose (j, L) is a fixed r-neighbourhood of M and consider
r-neighbourhoods which extend (j, L) under the equivalence of germ of
homeomorphism rel L. Call this set .47(M rel L) then the proof of 3.1b
shows

PROPOSITION 3.1c. A7 (M rel L) is in 1-1 correspondence with lifts of
1(M) in BTop),, which extend s, o K(J, L).

We now stabilise 3.1b and ¢ along the lines of 3.2. As before choose a
fixed inverse v to T(M ) then we get functions

¢y + Hi(M) — [M, BTop,]
¢, 1 NYM, rel LY > [M, BTop,],

where the last set denotes homotopy classes of maps which extend c(j, L)
on oM.

THEOREM 3.2b. ¢, is a bijection provided n+r Z 6 or r < 2.
THEOREM 3.2¢. ¢, is a bijection provided n+r z Sorr £ 2.

Proor. Consider the diagram

BToer-r,n—l - BTOP,H.,.,,, - BTOPr

J I X

BTopi;}., ———> BToph., — > BTop,
/A 7 l l
K, L) L KG, N/
$3
,I BTop,,_l——-——»s,3 - BTop, —> BTop
I/:aM) //:M)
\ /
oM

c M

The results follows from 3.1b or 3.1c the triviality of the right-hand
fibration and the stability properties of 57 and s, (2.3). Note that we get
one better dimension for 3.2c than 3.2b since we are considering a fixed
map K(j, L) and thus do not need stability for 5.

Whitney sums, product theorem and induced neighbourhoods
We deduce three simple consequences of the main theorem (3.2).
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Suppose (i, N;)(i;, N,) are neighbourhoods of M of codimension
ry, r, respectively. We can form their Whitney sum (i3, N3) of codimen-
sion r, +r, uniquely up to equivalence provided n+r;+r; 2 5 (or 6if
oM # §): form the bundle pair (i*t(N;) @ v @ i*(N,) ® v, ¢ @ ¢) and
then define (i3, N;) to be a member of the class classified by this pair.

Secondly, suppose M = M, x I and (i, N) an r-neighbourhood of .
Then provided n+r = 6 (or 7if 8M, # @) we can find a neighbourhood

(i1, Ny) of M, such that (i, N) is equivalent to (i; +id, Ny xI): Define -

(i1, Ny) to be a neighbourhcod classified by c(i, N)[M, and then the
result follows since c(i, N) and ¢(i; xid; Ny x I') agree on M.

Thirdly, suppose (i, N) is an r-neighbourhood of M and f: W —» M
a map of manifolds let w = dim W then provided only r+w =5
(= 6 if W # 0) we can define the induced neighbourhood f*(i, N) of
® uniquely up to equivalence as the neighbourhood classified by

c(i, N)of.

4. Normal block bundles

We deal first with micro block bundles. Analogous results for open
and closed block ubndles will be deduced afterwards. Top,(u) is the
topological analogue of P~L,(u) [33], a typical k-simplex is a germ of
block and zero-preserving homeomorphisms o : 4*x " W defined in a
neighbourhood of 4* x {0}. An r-microblock bundle will mean a Tdp,(u)-
block bundle in the sense of [37; § 1]. If K is the base of ¢ then we write
£/K and identify |K| with the zero section in E(£). Isomorphism classes
of block bundles are classified by homotopy classes of maps in BT3p,(u)
(for more detail see [37; § 1]).

We will define a map

_ % : BTop (1) —» Blop,
inductively over skeleta. We need
LemMa 4.1. n(Top,(p)) is countable if r+k Z Sorr < 2.

Proor. There is a surjection H,(r, 0) - m(Top. (1), PL,(1)) (see 4.5
below) and the result follows from [32; 2.6] and 1.2.

Assume r = 5 or < 2 and use 4.1 to replace BTGp, (1) by a parallel-
ized open manifold T, by imbedding a locally finite simplicial complex
(cf [33; § 2]) in some large dimensional Euclidiean space and consdering
the interior of a regular neighbourhood. Then the pair (id, E(Y'|T}) is
an r-neighbourhood of 7T, where 7" is the universal bundle, and thus
determines a map x® : T, — BTop,. We observe that by choosing T} to
be a parallelized open manifold we can take y*' to classify the pair
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(t(E(7))), ©(T,) without adding an inverse. y* is defined up to homotopy
independently of the choices made and hence we can assume y**"
extends ¥*’ and thus define a limit map y. There is a similarly defined
map forr+n = Sorr £ 2.

X’ : BT5Pr+n,n(Au) - BTOp,,
Finally if r = 3, 4 define y to be the composition.
BT6p, - BTops. s_, % BTop,

PROPOSITION 4.2. (i) Let | K| = M be a triangulated topological manifold
and let &K be a block bundle. Let | : K — BT0op, classify & then y oI =~
c(id, E(&)).

(ii) The diagram

BTopr-Ht.n -_— BTOP,

L
BT5Pr+n,n(#) —s.) BT5P,-(#)

commutes up to homotopy.
(iii) BTop, — BTap,(u) is a homotopy equivalence.

ProoF. For (i) observe that we can assume [ : K — T} is an embedding
and v a normal microbundle on this embedding, the result is then clear.
This proves the result for # # 3, 4 but in these cases note that s determines
an isomorphism of (t(E(¢)), (M) with (t(E(&)) @ & (M) ® &) and
the result follows on applying the above argument to y'. (ii) is easily
checked from definitions and (iii) follows at once from stabilizing (ii).

ReEMARK. K was not assumed to be a combinational manifold. This
remark holds throughout the section.

Now let M" <= 0"'" be a proper locally flat submanijfold (i..
80 n M = 0M) and |K| = M a triangulation and denote L = K the
subcomplex underlying oM.

A normal micro-block bundle on M in Q is a micro-block bundle &'/K
with E(¢) = Q and E(&) n 6Q = E(£]L). These conditions imply that
E(¢) is a topological neighbourhood of M in Q. Normal bundles &, 5
are isotopic if there is an isotopy of E(£) in Q through norma! bundles
starting with the identity and ending with an isomorphism of £ with #.

For simplicity now assume M = @. Analogous results for the bounded
case will be stated below. An almost normal micro-block bundle on M
in Qis a pair (&, f) where &'/K is a micro-block bundle and f : (<(E())|M,
(M) = (¢(@)IM, 1(M)) is an isomorphism of pairs with flz(M ) = id.
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Two such are isotopic if there is a bundle isomorphism g : E(&,) — E(&;)
such that
T(E(¢,))\M
l dg) X’“r(Q)IM ‘

S2
T(E(Cz))IM/

commutes up to homotopy of bundle maps rel 7(M ).

PROPOSITION 4.3. Isotopy classes of normal micro block bundles on M
in Q correspond bijectively with isotopy classes of almost normal bundles.

PrOOF. By the immersion theorem an almost normal bundle gives an

immersed normal bundle which cin be replaced by an embedded one by

. ‘radially’ shrinking into a small neighbourhood of M. Similar considera-
tions apply to homotopies.

THEOREM 4.4. Suppose n+r = 5 or r < 2 then isotopy classes of normal
micro block bundl.s on M in Q correspond bijectively with lifts of c(id, Q)
over .

REMARK. Since  is not a fibration we need to replace it by one to make
sense of ‘lifting’ over x. This amounts to considering homotopylifis (i.e. a
mapf: M — BTép, together with a mohotopy F, of ¥ o fto ¢) and homo-
topy classes of such lifts.

PrOOF. By 4.3 and stability (2.3), isotopy classes of normal bundles
correspond bijectively with stable isotopy classes of stable almost normal
bundles. We now examine the proof of 4.2 (i) in greater detail. Assume
r # 3, 4 and fix a sufficiently large skeleton T}, of BTdp,, as in the defini-
tion of y, and assume that T} is an open subset of Euclidean space of
sufficiently large dimension for M to unknot and to have normal bundle
v say. Next choose a fixed isomorphism of the pair (1(Q)|M & v, ¢) with
¢*(y, &) where the latter is the classifying pair. Now a lift of c(id, Q)
over ¥ gives a block bundle £7/K and a microbundle pair n/K x I such that
n/Kx {0} has an expliict isomorphism with ((E(E)IM @ v, ) and
71K x {1} one with ((Q)|M @ v, &) both restricting to the identity on &.
Then by the product theorem for microbundle pairs 7 is a product and
we have an isomorphism of (t(E(Z))|M @ v, &) with (z(Q)IM @ v, ¢)
determined up to bundle homotopy rel &. Le. a unique stable isotopy of
almost normal block bundles. Similarly a homotopy over c(id, 0) gives
a bundle {/K @ I and a bundle map ¢ : t(E(O)M xI @ vxI— Q)M
@ v which is the natural projection on trivial subbundles. To convert
this into the required homotopy of abstract bundles we need a product
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theorem for block bundles (see [37; 2.4]). There is a homeomorphism
h: E(CIK % {0})x I — E({) such that # =1id on {0} —end U KxI and
h|{1} —end is an isomorphism g say. The g © dh is the homotopy of bundle
maps which makes the diagram above 4.3 homotopy commute. Finally
the cases r = 3, 4 are dealt with by applying the above argument to ¥
exactly as in the proof of 4.2 (1).

BOUNDED CASE. We state the versions of 4.4 for bounded manifolds.
The proofs are by relativising the absolute case as in second half of § 3.
Details will be left to the reader.

THEOREM 4.4b. Suppose OM =@ and r+nz 6 orr = 2 then isotopy
classes of normal micro-block bundles on M in Q correspond bijectively
with lifts of ¢ (id, Q) over .

TueoreM 4.4c. Suppose n/L is a given normal micro block bundle on
oM in 6Q and n+r = 5 or r < 2. Then isotopy classes rel E(n) of normal
bundles on M in Q which extend 7 corresponds bijectively with lifts of
¢c(id, Q) over y which extend the classifying map of 1.

In order to apply theorem 4.4 we need to examine the homotopy
properties of x. By 4.2 parts (ii) and (iii) this is equivalent to examining
the properties of s : BT6p,(1) — BTdp,(1). As usual we reduce the analy-
sis to PL results:

We refer to [36] for a general definition of the homotopy groups ofa
pair of A-set. We may regard the group (TP, (11)s PL, {u)) as the
set of concordence classes of germs of homeomorphisms o : A¥ X R 5
defined in a neighbourhood of 4*x {0} such that o|l4*x R. = id and
hjd4* x R" is pl. By considering isotopy classes, rather than concordance
classes, we get a set 12°(T0p,, (1), PL,, i{(1))-

PROPOSITION 4.5. The natural map
@ : 1 (Top,, (1), Pzn,i(u)) — H(n, i)
is a bijection.

PrOOF. Let (h, V) represent an element of H(n, i). Extend WA x R
to a proper immersion /4 : A*x R" — V by the pl. immersion theorem.
Now H, embeds a sufficiently small neighbourhood of A*x {0} and
(h, V) ~ (hi® o b, I* x R"). This shows that ¢ 1s onto. A similar argument
shows that ¢ is injective.

Now by 4.5 and 1.1 the differential

d : n;.cso(Tapn,i(#)’ Pzn, L(I’l)) i 7tk(Topm,q H PLm, q)

is a bijection, where m = k+n and g = k+i. We can define a homo-
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morphism d* : m(Top,, (1), Pz’n, i) —~ T(T0Pm+ 1,941 PLm+ 1,0+ 1) by
observing that the differential of a concordiance defines a homotopy
between the suspensions of the differentials at the ends. We then have a
commutative diagram

ﬂ;cso(Tapn,i(u)’ P‘Ln’l(u)) ——”—) nk(Tap,,,i(#), Pln,t(u))
] ‘|
T (TOPm, 5 PL, ) 'i') T TOPms1,9+1> PL"’“*‘IH)

where i; and i, are the natural maps.

PROPOSITION 4.6. All the riaps in the above diagram are bijections if
k+n=5o0rn—1%52.

PRrOOE. d is always a bijection as observed above and i, is trivially
always onto. Now i, is a bijection in the range of dimensions considered
by 1.1 and 1.2. The result follows by commutativity.

COROLLARY 4.7. The suspensions

Sy - nk(Tapn,i(p’)’ PL, (1) T (T0Pn+1,1+ () P1n+1,i+1(“))
Sy ¢ ﬂk(Tapn,i(ﬂ)) = (T6P+1,i+ ()
are isomorphisms provided n+k z 5 or n—i < 2.

Proor. The diagram above 4.6 comimutes with suspensions and the
result follows for s, by 1.1 and 1.2. The result for s, now follows by
5-lemma exactly as in proof of 2.3.

COROLLARY 4.8. x : BT6p, (1) — BTop, induces isomorphism on w for
k+rz6orr =< 2.

Proof. Use 4.7 and the remarks below 4.4c.
Combining 4.8 with 4.4 we deduce:

TuroreM 4.9. (a) Let M" < Q""" be a locally flat submanifold and
|K| = M a triangulation suppose M =0andn+r=5o0rr =2 then if
r =5 or £2 M has a normal micro block bundle which is unique up to
isotopy. If r = 4 the same result holds provided M is 1-connected and if
r = 3 provided M is 2-connected.

(b) Same hypotheses but 6M # 0 and n+r = 6 or r < 2. Same conclu-
sions provided both 6M and (M, 0M) satisfy the connectivity conditions
forr =3, 4.

(c) Same hypotheses as (b) but n/L a given normal block micro bundle
ondMindQandn+r = Sorr £ 2. Theny extends up to isotopy rel E(n)
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10 @ normal micro block bundle on M in Q provided if r = 4,3 that M, 0M
is 1, 2-connected.

Open and closed block bundles

Now let Top, and Top,(R) be the topological analogues of P~Lq, PIq(R)
[35; § 0]. These are the groups for closed block bundles and open block
bundles respectively. There are natural homeomorphisms, see [35; §0]:

germ (I)

Top, Tapq(/‘)

collar germ
Top,(R)

Note that in the pl. case all these maps are homotopy equivalences. We
may define maps, in the same way as ¥,

%1 : BTép, » BTop,
xz : BTop,(R) — Blop,

and the analogues of 4.3 and 4.4 hold for closed and open block bundles,
indeed the proofs were written in such a way that they require ano ltera-
tion. Now yz y; and y commute up to homotopy with the diagram (1)
and to deduce results on normal open and closed bundles we need to
examine the properties of the maps in (1).

TuEOREM 4.10 The maps in (1) induce iosmorphisms on m,( ) for ¢ £2
orn+q 5.

PRrOOF. We prove the result for germ (I). A similar proof works for R
and the result follows by commutativity. We show that germ (D)« :
1,(PL,, Top,) — Tu( PLg(11); Top, (1)) is an isomorphism in the range
considered and the result follows by the 5-lemms and the PL result.
Now let #:I"xI9 < represent an element of n,(Tdp,, PL;) then by
relative handle straightening and isotopy extension we may assume that .
h is pl. in a neighbourhood of I"x {0} provided n+q = 5, n # 3 or
g < 2. So we have 4 pl. on I" % el? for some ¢ and by the regular neigh-
bourhood theorem we may assume that / preserves this set setwise.
But I” x (I?—¢&l?) is a collar on I" x el? and it is thus easy to change A
by a concordance to make it a product on this collar and hence pl.
This shows ©,(T0p,, qu) =0n+qz 5, n+#3o0org=2andit remains
to show that 3(Tdp,, PL,) = Z, for g z 3 and that germ (I)% is non-
trivial on 7,. The above argument and the usual considertaions shows
that n5(Tdp,, PL,)is 0 or Z;, and it suffices to construct one non-trivial
element which usspends to the non-trivial element of n4(Top/PL). The
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lowest dimension concerned is 7(70p;, PL,) and we only have to
observe that the non-straightenable handle constructed in § 1 was in fact
a closed handle and the restriction to 843 x I° was pl. It is then easy to
see that it represents an element of 75(70ps, PL;).

COROLLARY 4.11. Let K be a simplicial complex. There are natural
bijections between isomorphism classes of g-dimensional open, closed and
micro block bundles provided q <2 or 2 5, and provided further that if
g = 4 then K is 1-connected and if g = 2 that K is 2-connected.

COROLLARY 4.12. The results of theorem 4.9 arc true for open and closed
block bundles.

Remarks. (1) The uniqueness part of 4.12 implies that there are
‘regular neighbourhood’ theorems in the topological catergoy in restricted
dimensions and for restricted subsets.

(2) We do not have a complete analogue of the Kister-Mazur theorem
for block bundles. The problem is the lack of engulfing techniques in
dimension 4.

5. Normal open, micro and closed disc bundles

Let Top,(R), Top,(I) be the groups for open and closed disc bundles.
Then there are natural maps T07,(R) — Top,, Top,(I) — Top, on taking
germs. The first is a homotopy equivalence (Kister [24]), while the second
is not (Browder [1]). We get natural maps Top,(R) — Top,, Top, — Top,
which induce maps of classifying spaces o: BTop,(R) — BTop,,
B : BTop, — BTop,, y : BTop,(I) » BTop,. Now let M"< Q" be a
locally flat submanifold, then by rather simpler arguments than in
Theorem 4.4 we have:

THEOREM 5.1. Isotopy classes of normal open, micro and disc bundles on
M in O correspond bijectively with liftings of c(id, Q) under o, B or y
respectively, under the same dimensional restrictions as 4.4.

In order to apply Theorent 5.1 to prove existence of normal bundles
we need to compare Top,, etc., with Top,, as usual we work with the pl.
groups.

PROPOSITION 5.2. The n-th homotopy group of the squares
PL, - Top, PL(I) = Top(I)

o1l o2
PL, - Top, PL, — Top,

iszeroifn < q+l,q=50rn<qg+1,926 respectively.
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Proors. For the first square use the long exact sequence
— m,(Top,, PL,) > n,(Top,, PL,) — n(1,) =

and 1.1, 1.2. Note that we do not need to know 7. 1(7T0p,. PL)—
74+1(Top,, PL,) is an isomorphism, since the latter group is always
zeroif g = 5.

Now consider the fibrations (up to homotopy)

PL,_, — PL(I) — set
l 34 l 93

Top,—, — Top,(I) > $*7!
given by the topological and pl. Kister-Mazur theorems [14, 24, 25]. It
follows that m,(3,) = 0, all n, g. The second half now follows from the
long exact sequence

7'5,,(3‘1) had nn(lq—l) - nn(zq) -
and the first half. Note that we have identified 1,_, with (Top,;
Top,-,. PLy; PL,_1) by 2.4.
PROPOSITION 5.3. There is a long exact sequence for q = 3.
- nn(Topq9 Topq) - Ttn(Topq-I'l ’ Topq+1(1)) - Tcn(FqJ Gq)

PRrOOF. This follows by exactly the same argument as the pl. sequence
[35; 3.6] using the isomorphisms 7,(Top,+ 1 Top,) & m(PLyyy, PLy) =
7,(S7) ® m(F,, G,) (2.4 and [35; 2.15}).

COROLLARY 5.4. (i) n,(Top,. Top,(I)) =0 ifn < ¢q,9 Z 6.

(ii) m,(Top,, Top(R)) = 0n < g, 9 2 5.

Proor. The first haif follows from the pl. result (see [12; 4.2] and
[33; §5]) and 5.2, and the second from 5.3 and the vanishing of
n,(F,, G,) metastably (James see [8]).

COROLLARY 5.5. With the notation of 5.1, if ¢ = 5 and n < q then M
has a normal open or micro bundle; if n < q it is unique up to isotopy. If
gz 3 and n<q, M has a normal disc bundle and if n < q—1 it is
unique up to isotopy.

REMARK. We have one better dimension for open bundles than [12],
this was obtained in the pl. case by Morlet [31] and Scott [401.

6. Approximation and triangulation

We consider two problems. -

Approximation problem
(1) f: M" - Q""" is a locally flat embedding of M in Q both pl.
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manifolds, f~1(8Q) = oM and fI0M is pl. It is required to ambient
e-isotope f rel 80 to a pl. embedding.

Triangulation problem

2)f:M" > 0"*" is a locally flat embedding and Q only is pl
f~Y8Q) = oM and f(éM ) is a pl. submanifold. It is required to ambient
g-isotopy Q rel 8Q to carry f(M) onto a pl. submanifold.

The solutions we give to these problems (6.1 and 6.4 resp.) are the
analogues of the smoothing theorems of Haefliger [10], Lashof-
Rothenberg [28] and ourselves [33; 6.6], the coefficients being in
n(Top; PL, Top,; PL,) and n,(Top,, PL,) respectively. However, since
these coefficients are all computable by stability and Kirby-Siebenmann
we get simple solutions to the problems:

THEOREM 6.1 (Approximation theorem). Data as in the approximation
problem. If r = 3 the required isotopy always exists. If r £ 2andn+r 2 5
then there is an obstruction in H3(M, dM; Z,) which vanishes iff the
required isotopy exists.

PROOF. r = 3. The case n = 1, r = 3 is known (Homma-Gluck see
{7]) so we may assume n+r == 5. The bounded case is a direct relativisa-
tion of the unbounded case using the bounded versions of §§ 3 and 4 so0
for simplicity assume M = 0. Let £ = ¢(£,Q): M — BTop, classify
the neighbourhood of M in Q and consider the diagram

Top,/PL, —%» Top/PL

b

BPL, ——> BPL, —> BPL

| / | ;'/l

/
BTop, —— BTop,7/—> BTop

)/ ¢

Here ¢ is the pl. analogue of ¥, it is a homotopy equivalence by
[35; 5.5]. Consider a lift  of £ in BPL,. This determines a lift of & over
x and hence by 4.4 a normal block bundle on M in Q with a pl. structure
and hence a local pl. structure on Q near M. On the other hand, denoting
the stabilization of & by &, we have, by the main result of Kirby—
Siebenmann [23], a natural bijection between liftings of &' @ 1y = To|lM
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in BPL and local pl. structures on Q near M. Since 7 has a preferred
lifting by the pl. structure of M, there is a bijection also with lifts of &’
in BPL. We next observe that these two processes are compatible i.e. the
local pl. structures determined by lifting & or &' agree iff the diagram
commutes. This is an easy consequence of the classifying property of ¥
(pl. analogue of 4.2 (i)).

Finally we appeal to stability (2.4) to assert that there is a bijection
between liftings of & and ¢’ and hence we can choose a lifting n of &
which stablises to the lifting ° of &' given by the original pl. structure
on Q. Hence we have a local pl. structure in Q extending the given struc-
ture on M and agreeing up to equivalence with the given structure on Q.
The equivalence (cf Kirby-Siebenmann [23]) is e-isotopy and the result
follows.

r < 2. In this case the first half of the above argument holds but we
have Top,/PL, contractible by 2.1, Wall [44] and collaring arguments for
r = 1 (essentially Kirby [22] again). Hence there is essentially only one
lift # of ¢ in BPL, and using the homotopy type of Top/PL a single
obstruction in H3(M; Z,) to commutativity. This proves ‘only if’; ‘if” is
clear since a e-isotopy of f to a pl. embedding determines a normal block
bundle on f [33] and hence a lift of & in BPL, ~ BPL,.

As a direct corollary of the first half of 6.1 we have

COROLLARY 6.2. Denote by Emb(M, Q) resp. Emb*X(M, Q) the sets of
isotopy classes (resp. pl. isotopy classes) of locally flat (resp. pl. locally
flat) embeddings of M" in Q"*". Then if r Z 3 the natural function

Emb™{(M, Q) - Emb (M, Q)
is a bijection.

_ ProOF. Onto is clear from the approximation theorem. But topological
isotopy = pl. concordance by the relative statement = pl. isotopy by
Hudson [18].

We can also relativise results on the Hauptvermutung using the proof
of 6.1 which showed

COROLLARY 6.3. Two different pl. structures on Q which agree on M and
are equivalent, are equivalent rel M.
We now turn to the triangulation problem:

THEOREM 6.4 (Triangulation theorem). Data as in the triangulation
problem. If n 2 5 and r < 2 the required isotopy always exists. If r 2 3
then there is an obstruction in H*(M,dM; Z,) which vanishes iff’ the
required isotopy exists.

Proor. Use the diagram in 6.1. We show that the required isotopy
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exists iff £ lists in BPL, and the refult follows from the homotopy type
of Top,/PL,. ‘Only if” is clear by the argument at the end of proof of 6.1.
So suppose £ lifts to 7 : M — BPL, and let ', £’ be the stabilizations of
1, & Now 1o|M = 15 @ &' has a preferred lift in BPL given by the pl.
structure of Q and we can choose a lift of 7, in BPL so that ey =
7o) M. This determines a pl. structure on M by the main result of [23] and
the argument is now exactly as in 6.1.

Appendix: Topological immersions

The arguments given here were contained in a paper by M. A. Arm-
strong and C. P. Rourke written in February 1968. Crucial use is made of
the topological covering isotopy theorem, the paper mentioned above
also contained an incomplete proof of this theorem. We refer to Edwards
and Kirby [4] for a complete proof. We need a version for cubes of
isotopies. This follows from the methods of Edwards and Kirby and Hud-
son [16], see also Kirby [21]. Familjarity with the paper of Haefliger and
Poenaru [11] is assumed and we have made our notation agree with
theirs as far as possible.

Al. Definitions and statements of results

Throughout the appendix we use the following notation: ¥ and Q are
topological manifolds of dimensions n and n+r respectively and 6Q = 0.
V' < Vis a codim O submanifold and M™ < V" is a submanifold of
codimension > 0 with M n 8V = M, both M and V' are closed subsets
of Vand M’' = V' n M is a codim 0 submanifold of M. All embeddings
are locally flat in the appropriate senses.

Suppose 8V = @, then an immersion V — Q is a map which satisfies,
for each point x € V there are chartsh : U - V, g : W — Q with x € im h
so that

U — 14
Ia) Lr
w 5 0

commutes, where U, W are open sets in R", R**".

A simplex of immersions f:Vx4* > Qx A* is a map satisfying
Ff(Wx{t}) = @x{t} and for each pair (x,7)e V'x 4" there are charts
h:UXT > Vx4 g: WxT - Qx4*so that

UxT — Vx4
N s
WxT > 0 x4
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commutes where U, W are open sets in R", R**" respectively, T is an
open neighbourhood of ¢ in A* and the whole diagram commutes with
projection on 4*,

The A-set Im(¥, Q) has as typical k-simplex a simplex of immersions
of Vin Q with face maps defined by restriction.

Now let 0V # 9, then we can embed ¥ in an unbounded manifold ¥V,
by adding an open collar to 0V. An immersion of V in Q is a germ of
immersions of V', in @ defined in some neighbourhood of ¥ in V.
Two being equivalent if they agree in some smaller neighbourhood. A
simplex of immersions is defined similarly and we get a restriction map

t:Im(V, Q) - Im(V", Q)

determined by choosing a collar on ¥’ in V.

Now let ¢, # be microbundles. A fibre map of £ in 7 is a pair (f, F)
where f: B(¢) - B(n) is a map and F : E() — E(n) is a map defined in
a neighbourhood of B(£) which restricts to f on B(¢) and carries fibres
to fibres, i.e. the diagram

B¢ L B@)

mn &)
EQ) 5 E@)
I~ 1 =0

f
B¢) > B(n)
commutes.
For example if f: V, — Q is any map defined in a neighbourhood of

Vthen df = (f, fxf) is a fibre map of 7, in To- Recall that 1y = 1, |V
and 7, is defined by the diagram

V. Sv.xv, By, .

(f, F) is a representation if it is locally trivial in the following sense.
For each x € B(&) there are charts H: Ux R — E(¢), g: WxR'™*"
E(n) with x € im A so that

UxR 5 Eg)
l @l xid l F

g

WxR" - E(n)

commutes where ¢ : U —» W =g ' o Fo h.
Equivalently a representation is a fibre map which factors as

E(&) > E(F*(n)) 5 E(n)

where { is the inclusion of a subbundle (cf § 0 of this paper).
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As an example, if f is an immersion then df is a representation. A
simplex of representations of £ in 7 is a representation of Ex A% in 1.
We thus have a A-set R(&, n) and a A-map

d:Im(¥, Q) - R(ty, 7o)
It is easy to check that both A-sets satisfy the Kan condition.

THEOREM 1. d is a homotopy equivalence provided that if r =0 no
component of V is closed.

TueoreM 2. ¢ : Im(V, Q) - Im(¥V, Q) is a Kan fibration onto its image
provided that if r = 0 each component of V—V' meets either 8V or an
end of V.

Now let ¢ : V' — Q be a fixed immersion and denote by Im,(¥, Q).
R,(ty, 7o) the subscts which agree with ¢ (resp. dp) in some neigh-
bourhood of V.

CoroLLARY 1. d : Im,(V, Q) = R,(ty, Tg) is a homotopy equivalence
with the proviso of theorem 2.

ProoF. Consider the commutative diagram of A-maps

m(V, Q) 5 R(zv, o)
l t , l"
Im(V’, Q) = R(ty-, 19)

where u is given by restriction. u is a Kan fibration onto its image by
an easy homotopy extension argument. It follows from the 5-lemma
that the corresponding fibres of ¢ and u are homotopy equivalent in
particular those lying over ¢.

THEOREM 3. The restriction map

t : Im,(V, Q) —» Imy(M, Q)

is a fibration onto its image where y = ¢|M' and provided if r = 0 each
component of V—(V' U M) meets 0V or an end of V.

Now let x : M — Q be a fixed immersion with x|M' = Y and denote
by Im,, (¥, Q), R,,,(tv, 7o) the subsets which agree with ¢ on V' and
¥ on M.

COROLLARY 2. d :Im, (V, Q) = R, ,(ty, 1p) is a homotopy equival-
ence with the proviso of theorem 3.

Proor. Consider the diagram
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Im,(V, Q) 5 R,(ty,7p)
Lo Lo
Im,(M, Q) 5 Ry(ty:» 7o)
uis again defined by restriction. That u is a fibration onto its image follows

from the isotopy extension theorem. The result now follows, as in Corol-
lary 1; from the 5-lemma.

A2. Topological immersions of PL manifolds

In this section we prove theorems 1 and 2 in the case that Vis a
compact pl. manifold and ¥’ is a pl. submanifold, these are stated in
lemmas 2 and 3 below. The proofs in this section follow those of [11]
very closely and we will give details only when the arguments differ
substantially.

LeEMMA 1. Theorem 1 holds if V is a disc.
The proof of Lemma 1 is identical to [11; § 5].

LemMma 2. Theorem 1 holds if V is a compact pl. manifold.

LEMMA 3. Theorem 2 holds if Vis a compact pl. manifold and V' a
submanifold.

COROLLARY. Collorary 1 holds if V is a compact pl. manifold and V'
a pl. submanifold.

ProOOF. Apply the proof of corollary 1.
Lemma 3 is the main burden of the section. We show that Lemma 3 =
Lemma 2 and finally prove lemma 3.

LeMMA 4. Corollary 1 holds if V = I*x I and V"' is a neighbourhood of
oI x I*.
Lemma 4 follows from lemmas 1 and 3 by the argument on [11; p. 81].

PROOF OF LEMMA 2. We use induction on the number of handles of
some handle decomposition of V. Suppose V = ¥V, U H where H is a
handle and the lemma holds for V.

Consider the commutative diagram

Im(V,Q) > R(zy,7p)
! !
Im (Vo» Q) % R(zy, 7o)
the restriction of d to each fibre is a homotopy equivalence by Lemma 4.

Therefore, by the five lemma, d is a homotopy equivalence.
It remains to prove Lemma 3.
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Induced neighbourhoods

We recall from [11] that an induced neighbourhood of an immersion
f:V > Qisa triple (U, i, ¢), where U is a manifold of the same dimen-
sion as O, i is a closed embedding of ¥ in the interior U and ¢ is an
immersion of U in QO extendirz fo i~ !|i(V). The treatment of induced
neighbourhoods [11; § 7]. was iu 2 topological setting so there s no need
for us to repeat it. In particular, they always exist and give a unique germ
of neighbourhood of V. :

Now suppose V is a disc B". An induced neighbourhood (U, i, @) is
standard if the pairs (U, iB) and (27"*", I") are homeomorphic.

LeMMA 5~. Standard induced neighbourhoods exist.

ProOF. (See also Lacher [26]). We show that any induced neighbour-
hood U of f: B — Q contains a standard neighbourhood. By local
flatness, we can choose a smaller disc D" < B which has a standard
neighbourhood W in U and we can assume that (B", D") = (1", Im).
The isotopy which expands +I" onto I" is locally trivial hence extends
to a homeomorphism of U carrying W onto the required standard
neighbourhood.

PrOOF OF LEMMA 3. As in [t1], we are given a cube of immersions
Fo:I*xV - Q and on extension F' : [xI*x V' — Q. We have to find
a further extension F : I x I*x V — Q. We first remark that we can forget
about the complement of a ne ghbourhood of V=V in V and that we
may assume that ¥ is obtainec from V' by adding handles. Since the
composition of two fibrations is a fibration, we may assume that V 1s
obtained from ¥’ by adding a single handle. Combining these two
remarks, we may assume that ¥V = [*xI* and V' = ExIF—(HI <.
An induced neighbourhood U of an immersion f: V' — Q is standard
if as pairs

(U, iV") = QI 2P x 21" =($)I*x 20 I, I x I % {0} - (H)I*x I*x {0}).

LEMMA 6. For all pairs (1,7)eIxI*, the immersion F; :V' = Q,
given by F'|{t} x {t} x V', has a standard induced neighbourhood.

ReMARK. Lemma 6 is necessary in order to avoid the usage of the pl.
regular neighbourhood theorem made in [11; p. 90 second paragraphl].

PrOOF. By lemma 3, for ¢ = 0, the required standard neighbourhood
is easily found inside a standar.. nzighbourhood of (Fo -, V). In general,
the restriction of F' to Ix {t}xi” is a regular homotopy between F.
and Fj . for any € . Suppose  is the greatest lower bound of values
for which a standard induced neighbourhood of F;,, does not exist. Let

o
Y
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(U, i, @) be any induced neighbourhood of F; .. Then there is an ¢ > 0
and an interval of embeddings in the interior of U,

P:lt—g t+elx{t}x V' > U,

extending /, and such that F'| = ¢P. Now F/_, _ has a standard induced
neighbourhood and, by uniqueness of gems of induced neighbourhoods,
we may assume (by choosing a smaller standard neighbourhood) that
it is contained in the interior of U. Covering the isotopy P then yields
standard neighbourhoods of F, , for all s € [t—s, t+¢], contradiction.
Hence standard neighbourhoods exist for all ¢, as required.

Now, as in [11; p. 88], we appeal to compactness of I><I\" to reduce
to the case when the following condition is satisfied:

CoNDITION ¢. There is a standard neighbourhood (&, i, ¢) induced by
Fj,0: V' = Q and a cube of embeddings P’ 1 IxI¥*x V' - Q such that
F' = @P' and P§ o = iFg -

From now on, the argument is virtually identical to the corresponding
parts of [11]. One first proves the lemma at the bottom of page 88, which
relies only on covering siotopies, and one can take the resulting neigh-
bourhood ¥ of V' in V to be I9x I*—($)19 x I°. Assuming r > 0, the
formulae on page 90 of [11], then provides the required extension F of
F'-covering isotopies is again used essentially here. The case r = 0 is
also dealt with in the same way as in [11].

A3. Proof of the theorems

PrOOF OF THEOREM 1. We show, making crucial use of the results of
§ A2, that d is a bijection on homotopy classes referred to any basepoint,
the result then follows from the Whitehead theorem for 4-sets [36].

dw 1, (Im(V, Q)) —» 7,(R(ty, 1¢)) is suriective.

ProOF. We are given a sphere of representations of 7, in 1o and we
have to construct a corresponding sphere of immersions of ¥ in Q. For
simplicity suppose first that » > 0 and choose a locally finite cover {B;}
of Vin ¥V, = V u collar, where each B; is an n-ball with locally flat
boundary.

INDUCTION HyPOTHESIS. There is a sphere of immersions F: S'x U; - Q
such that dF is hcmotopic to the restriction of the given sphere of repre-
sentations, where U, is an open neighbourhood of y; = Ui=1 B,inV,.

The induction starts with U; = B, U open collar of B, using Lemma 1.

INDUCTION STEP. Let B = B;,, and 4 = B U closed collar of B in V.
Regard 4 as a pl.-manifold. Denote X = 4 N y;.
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LemMa 7. There is a pl. manifold W of A such taht X < (interior of
WinA) e We U;n A

PRrOGF. X is a closed subset of the metric space 4 and U; n 4 is an
open subset. Therefore there is a ¢ > 0 such that Ns(X,A) = U;n 4,
where Ny(X, A) = {yly € A4, d(y, X) < &}. Triangulate 4 by a complex
K of mesh less than 8/2. Define the subcomplex L < K to consist of all
(closed) simplexes which meet X. Define W = simplicial neighbourhood
M(L, K'") where K’ denotes a second derived complex. Then W = Ny,
(L,A) =« Ny(X,4)c U;n A and X =L <= interior of W in A, as
required.

Now F|Six W is a sphere of immersions corresponding to the given
sphere of representations of 7y in 74 and this sphere of representations
extends to a sphere of representations of 74 in 74. Le. we have (based)
maps of S* into three of the spaces in the following commutative diagram

Im (4, 0) 2 R(z4, 7o)

i !
Im (%, 0) ¥ R(tw» 7o)

and d,, dy; are homotopy equivalences by Lemma 2. It follows that there
is a sphere of immersions F; of 4 in @ which extends F|Sx W and cor-
responds to the given sphere of epresentations (up to homotopy). Now
F:S'xU; - Qand F, : §'x4 - Q agree on the open neighbourhood
W of B ny; and hence agree on some open neighbourhood Uj4 4 of
Yj+1, completing the induction step. Finally we remark that this induc-
tion defines a limit sphere of immersions of V' in @ since the cover is
locally finite.

The case r = 0. In this case we can only appeal to Lemma 2 if each
component of A— W meets 84. This need not happen, so remove a point
from each component which does not meet d4. This is equivalent to
removing the interior of a disc and adding back an open collar. We can
therefore appeal to Lemma 2 to find a sphere of immersions of
A—{finite set} which extends the given immersions of W. In the limit
we get a sphere of immersions of V' —X where X is a locally finite set.
We will show that id : ¥ — V is isotopic to an embedding V' — V—X
and we thus get the required sphere of immersions of V. Without loss of
generality assume V is connecte:.. ~ here are two cases (a) V is compact,
in which case X is finite and 2V # @ by hypothesis. In this case the
required isotopy is easily found, since we may isotope X into a collar
of aV. (b) V is non-compact; then ¥ has an end and we can embed R,
locally-flatly in ¥ so that the image contains X and the end of R, goes
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to the end of V. Now R has a standard neighbourhood in ¥ (cf. Lacher
[26] for better results) and the required isotopy is now easily found.

dx : 1, (Im(V, Q) = n;(R(zy, 10)) is injective.

We are given an annulus S”x I of representtaions of vy in 7 and two
spheres S° x {0} U S?x {1} of immersions corresponding up to homotopy.
For convenience extend (productwise) both the immersions and the
representations to S'x [—1,0] U S*x [1,2]. Choose B; as in the last
proof and use the same notation.

InpucTiON HypoTHEsss. There is an annulus S x [—1, 2]x U; of im-
mersions in Q, which agree witht he given immersion on Six([—-1,0]u
[1,2])x U; and corresponds up to (based) homotopy with the given
representation.

The induction starts trivially with U, = @ and for the induction step
one considers the same diagram as in the last proof. We have based
maps of S*x[—1,2] into three of the spaces and a map of S'x
([-1,0] v [1,2]) into the fourth, all commuting up to homotopy. It
follows that there is a annulus S' x [—1, 2] x 4 of immersions extending
the given immersions on S'x ([—1,0]u [1,2]x4 v Six[—1,2]x W.
As before this implies that we have defined an immersion on Stx
[—1,2]x U;,, for some open neighbourhood U, of y;,,, satisfying
all the requirements.

This completes the proof of the case r > 0 if r = 0 we again get only
a annulus of immersions of ¥ —X but by homotopy extension and the
isotopy used before this implies the required annulus of immersions of V.

ProoF oF THEOREM 2. Again for simplicity assume r > 0 and choose
balls B; as in the previous proofs. We are given a cube Fo : I* x V' > 0
of immersions and an extension F' : IxI*x V' — Q. We have to con-
struct a further extension F: IxI*x ¥V — Q.

InpucTion HypotHesis. There is a cube of immersions P; : Ix I*x U;
— Q extending Fof U F' where U; is an open neighbourhood of
Y, =V ulJi-1B;inV, = VU collar.

(Note that y; and U; are defined in a different way than in the last
proof.)

The induction staarts since F' is Iready defined on a small neighbour-
hood of V' in ¥, (see the definition of immersion of a bounded mani-
fold). For the induction step define B = Bj,y, A = B v collar and
X = AN Y; and choose W as in lemma 7. By lemma 3 there is an
extension of Pj[IxI*x V U FolI*x A to a cube of immersions P : Ix
I*x A — A. P; and P] agree in a neighbourhood of B~ Y; and hence
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define P;.; in some neighbourhood U;,; of Y.y, completing the

induction.
The case r = 0 is now dealt with as in previous proofs.

PrROOF OF THEOREM 3. We are given a cube of immersions Fy : I* x
V - Q and compatible extensions F’ :IxI*xV' - Q, G:IxI*x
M — Q we have to construct a further extension F:IxI*xV — Q.
B; are chosen as in the previous proofs.

INnpucTiON HyroTHEsis. There is a cube of immersions P; : Ix I*x
U; - Q extending F, u F' U G where U, is an open neighbourhood of
Y,=V'uMulJi_,B;inV,.

The details of the inductjon step are exactly as in the last proof so it
is necessary only to start the induction i.e. to extend to some open
neighbourhood of M U V'. As before F' is already defined in a neigh-
bourhood of V' in ¥, . Now by compactness of I*xI we can assume
that F' U G factors via an embedding and the required extension then
follows from the isotopy extension theorem, see the proof of the lemma
on p. 88 of [11].
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ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF HERMITIAN FORMS
I. RINGS OF ALGEBRAIC INTEGERS

by

C. T. C. Wall

In a recent paper [10], I gave an account of definitions of ‘reflexive’
and ‘quadratic’ forms in a fairly general situation, both generalising the
classical notion of hermitian forms. In this paper I apply standard number
theoretic techniques to classify nonsingular quadratic forms on projective,
and especially on free modules, over rings R of algebraic integers, cor-
responding to some non-trivial involution « of R. If the quadratic field
extension corresponding to « 1s at most tamely ramified, there is no
distinction in this case between quadratic and hermitian forms. In the
wildly ramified case, however, nonsingular hermitian forms are much
harder to classify; since I am not interested in them for applications, we
will not consider them further here.

To a large extent, this paper is a re-working of results of Shimura [9].
I feel that a new account is justified by the different emphasis: Shimura
considered the general theory (in particular, he proved the strong approx-
imation theory for SU while we merely quote it), and exemplified it by
considering maximal lattices. Our concern is exclusively with modular
lattices, which enables us to consider also fine details.

In a later paper 1 intend to apply the techniques of this one to study
forms over arbitrary ‘global rings’ (orders in finite semisimple algebras
over Q): the main result below for local structure will cover what is
needed for this extension.

Statement of results

For nonsingular («, u)-quadratic forms on R-modules M, with r the
fixed subring of o, we have the following invariants:

1) The signatures at real places of » which ramify in R.

2) The discriminant with respect to a free base of M (if M 1s only
projective, this can only be defined locally).

3) For dyadic ramified primes p of r, the Arf invariant of the induced
formon F, = r/p.

425




