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Brouwer taking part in the examination at the Ph.D. ceremony of Jan Hilgevoort
(1960). (Courtesy Jan Hilgevoort).

that the affection was mutual, this was a case of two strong characters, who met in a
mixture of love and cherishment. Both were undoubtedly serious about their affec-
tions; there is a large number of letters and jottings, probably given to Emily by
Cor Jongejan after Brouwer’s death, and they show a picture of sincere interest and
affection. Emily travelled all over the world for her research, there are letters from
Lyons, Venice, Oxford, Stanford, . . . . In Oxford she met the ladies Deneke, who
were descendents of Maurice Philip Deneke, a musicologist, who left money for a
series of lectures, called the Deneke lectures. Staying with Margaret Deneke, she
found out that Brouwer had in 1949 given a lecture in the series, with the title: ‘The
influence of mathematics on logic’. A lecture that was not only appreciated by the
ladies Deneke, but also by the scholarly community. Emily wrote that she had been
in Lady Margaret Hall (in Oxford), where she was told of the impression Brouwer
made, ‘all the mathematicians’ faces in the audience lighted up, because they got
something worth their while.’67 Suddenly, in the middle of the correspondence,
there is a letter from Brouwer, mentioning an infarct, ‘My infarct a few times very
dangerous but already the awareness of a wide variety of indispensability keeps me
alive.’68

In 1966 Emily visited the United States for a lecture tour, combined with nego-
tiations with various publishers concerning her new book. The tour, from May till

67Haspels to Brouwer 25.VI.1964.
68Brouwer to Haspels 30.VIII.1965.


